Minutes of St Albans Branch Guild of Vergers Committee Meeting 14th December 2009
Present: Lindsay Kemp (LK) (Chair) Philip Russell (PR) Rosamund Russell (RR) (Minutes) Michael Golby(MG) Canon Peter Palmer (PP) 
	Item
	Detail
	Action

	1
	 Opening Prayers
These were lead by Canon Peter Palmer
	

	2
	Apologies For Absence

Lindsay Bevis
	

	3
	Minutes of Last meeting Minutes of 12th October 2009 were agreed and signed by the Chairman as correct.
	

	4
	Matters Arising not covered in Agenda items
Mike Golby reported St Albans  Branch interest in running a festival has been noted
	

	5
	Past branch events

Christmas Meal
The opinion of most people was that it was very good. Table placing was good; organisation of meal was excellent, much better than last year. Several people spoke to the teachers and gave their comments. All thought the students were well behaved and helpful. 6.30pm a better time for the meal. The reception of guests was better organised.
	

	6
	Future Branch events
Theatre trip

Rosamund reported on replies received to the questions asked. Most felt December not a good time and were happy to go with an event decided in advance and make up their minds whether they wanted to go when it was announced.
Rosamund had got a quote from one coach company for the journey to get an idea of costs.

Richmond Coaches
25 seater £350

38 seater £380

Includes 2 pickup points

Rosamund to get other quotes for coaches such as Smiths of Tring and to find out other shows on to choose next time dates in February March 
Branch AGM

Set for 11th January  Room at St Albans Abbey had been booked by Peter Hudson

Require reports from Area leader, Chairman, Administrator including accounts.

Rosamund had requested from Peter Hudson a tour of Cathedral which we should of had last year but couldn’t but had no answer yet.
Peter Palmer was asked to have a talk ready in case this didn’t happen.

Discussion took place on other people to invite to make a talk to members.

The Dean was suggested and to speak on being Dean of the Cathedral and Rector of Parish.

Rosamund to send out invite possibly for next AGM

Alban Supper 2010

Suggestion to invite Archdeacon of Bedford as a guest to our Alban supper

Rosamund to send out an invite

	RR
RR,LK,MG

PP

RR

RR

	7
	Communications from National Committee
New Constitution books and insets received as well as update to 
Members etc.
	

	8
	Chairman’s Report

Nothing to report however
Peter Palmer on looking at new constitution realised that the Branch Chaplain is an elected official with a term of 3 years.
Lindsay Kemp commented that he liked to think that Peter’s position as Branch Chaplain was for as long as Peter wanted to remain the Chaplain 
	

	9
	Administrator’s Report
Rosamund reported
Will send out outstanding enquiry letters with info for joining in 2010. 
Had a draft letter to Bishop for people’s comments 

As wanted to check how to address the Bishop in the letter.

Mike gave his comments

Rosamund to update and send out
	RR

	10
	Area Leader Report 
Michael Golby reported
Lots of items are in Vergers magazine – bumper edition!! Last one with him as Editor
At last Council meeting 

Website approved and up and running 

Members page passwords etc Patten and chalice

Agenda for AGM coming up 

Several National Council officers were nearing end of their terms and posts would be coming up for election soon.

2011 Area leaders change will need a volunteer from St Albans Branch for next term. 

National Chairman comes from 1 of 16 area leaders.

Nomination forms for central Council will be revamped and have to go through Area Leader
	

	11
	Branch Accounts

Rosamund reported accounts were Very Healthy
Main account £632 with the additions and subtractions for pre Christmas meal to be taken into account.
Branch had to pay for 20 meals but only 17 booked. The college gave the balance to the student’s charities.
The branch also paid for everyone’s drinks at the meal.


	

	12
	Benevolent fund 

Benevolent Fund Balance =£396.33 no changes
Rosamund to remind members of its existence ion next communication
	RR

	13
	Website
Some updates but Philip had been very busy. also not much material coming through.
	

	14
	Branch Newsletter

Rosamund had contacted Peter about contributing but had reply not in December as it’s a busy month.
Would still try and produce something for AGM

	RR/PR

	15
	2010 Programme Date setting
AGM 11th January
Lenten devotions 1st March

Theatre visit February/March
Corporate Communion 12th April

York Festival – Manchester Cathedral 4th May

Training conference 7-11th June

Alban supper WED 23rd June

Summer visit August end of

Canterbury Festival  Eton 9th September

Church visit Oct

Theatre visit Nov

Christmas Social 1st week December


	

	16
	AOB

Mark will be 18 next year would like to start training 
Michael Golby  advised to contact Training Officer

Lindsay Kemp and Canon Peter Palmer were after addresses of members for Christmas cards

Rosamund to send updated address lists out to Committee members

As main account was healthy, as previously discussed, Rosamund reported items were being purchased from guild shop to be available for members to purchase from branch instead of guild shop.

Items included ties gown badges and lanyards
	RR

	17
	Date of next meeting

 TBC at AGM 
	

	18
	Closing Prayers

These were lead by Canon Peter Palmer
	


